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6 February 2016 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Consultation response from Simon Thackray  
 
RE proposed experimental 7.5T weight limit across the Norton level crossing. 
 
Exemptions: 
 
There should be NO exemptions for ANY vehicles in excess of 7.5 tonnes 
travelling over the Norton level crossing apart from emergency service 
vehicles (those actually responding to a ‘blue-light’ emergency), and vehicles 
delivering to, and collecting from, businesses located on Castlegate and/or 
Sheepfoot Hill, Malton (excluding Morrisons supermarket, which receives 
deliveries via Railway Street which is unaffected by the restriction). 
 
However, it is worth noting that the proposed HCV restriction will not achieve air 
quality improvements, across all monitoring locations in the Malton AQMA, to 
prevent Malton air quality from breaching the legally binding limit for the 
concentration of Nitrogen Dioxide in the future. This HCV restriction, together 
with ALL the other ‘complementary measures’ of the Brambling Fields scheme, 
will not achieve this objective. 
 
I have studied the documentation and reports relating to the Brambling Fields 
junction upgrade scheme, together with the interdependent Malton Air Quality 
Action Plan 2012, and conclude that the architects of the BF scheme made a 
serious error at the outset and misinterpreted the real impact of the scheme by 
focusing attention on average reductions in traffic and Nitrogen Dioxide on 
Castlegate and Butcher Corner, Malton, instead of studying the individual 
impacts on ALL the roads in Malton. The devil is in the detail.  
 



Air quality will improve on some roads as a result of the HCV restriction. 
However, air quality will deteriorate (be made worse) on other roads, and lead 
to the sustaining of the current breach of the legally binding limit for the 
concentration of Nitrogen Dioxide.  
 
The Brambling Fields scheme was supposed to free-up ‘space’ (both air space 
and road and junction capacity) in order to accommodate the development 
aspirations of the Ryedale Plan. This was a miscalculation and an unachievable 
objective based on the Brambling Fields scheme data and its so-called 
‘complementary measures’. A cursory glance at the figures (MAQAP 2012 
Table 11. attached) makes this clear and I invite officers and members of RDC 
and NYCC to study the information I have submitted.  
 
Malton, Norton and Old Malton cannot accommodate the ‘desired’ level of 
development prescribed by the Ryedale Plan, without the creation of additional 
junctions allowing access to, and egress from, the A64 at Broughton Road and 
Musley Bank (eastbound), and a new bridge over the River Derwent allowing 
direct access to and / or bypass of, Norton and Old Malton i.e. there must now 
be a fully accessible northern and southern (circular) bypass just to 
accommodate the current level of development approvals and traffic.  
 
If the councils (RDC and NYCC) carry on regardless, and continue to disregard 
the available evidence and facts, the health of the public will be harmed and 
individual council members will, sooner or later, be held responsible and liable 
for personal injury. The reports and documents to which I refer in my attached 
notes were prepared by Ryedale District Council and Jacobs and are all 
available online (with the exception of the Malton Air Quality Steering Group 
meeting minutes which are available on request from RDC).  
 
I have tried to make everything simple to read and cut out much of the 
superfluous fluff. If you don’t understand any of the figures I have presented 
please contact me and I will do my best to help you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Simon 
 
The Malton Air Quality Action Plan 2012 
http://www.ryedale.gov.uk/attachments/article/196/Malton_Air_Quality_Action_Plan_jan2012.pdf 
 
RDC 2016 Air Quality Annual Status Report (ASR) 
http://www.ryedale.gov.uk/attachments/article/196/2016_Air_Quality_Status_Report.pdf 
 
Proposed HCV Restriction - Predicted Impacts Paul Hunt RDC February 2016. 
http://ryedale.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Proposed-Heavy-Commercial-Vehicle-
Restriction-over-Norton-Level-Crossing-11.02.16.pdf 
 
Jacobs - August 2016 - Ryedale District Council  
Local Plan Evidence Base Modelling Highway Impacts of Local Plan 
Developments in Malton, Norton and Pickering.  
http://www.ryedaleplan.org.uk/attachments/article/374/Highway_Modelling_Malton_Norton_Pick
ering_August_2016.pdf 



Consultation response from Simon Thackray. 
 
 
Supporting documents to be read in conjunction with letter dated 6 Feb. 2017. 
 
RE ‘experimental’ 7.5 tonne weight restriction across Norton level crossing.  
 
 
Malton Air Quality Action Plan 2012 (RDC) 

 
 

 
 
 
LAQM Annual Status Report 2016 (RDC) 

 
 

 
 
 
Bias adjusted NO2 level figures for Yorkersgate 1 (AQMA site 9). (Source 
RDC). Monitor located on Yorkersgate opposite Saville Street.  
 
(Legally binding limit for NO2 = 40 micrograms per cubic meter of air).  
 
The average concentration of NO2 on Yorkersgate (past 9 years) = 44.11 
 
2015 44 
2014 43 
2013 43 
2012 46 
2011 46 
2010 45 
2009 42 
2008 43 
2007 45 
 
 
 



The implementation of the Brambling Fields complementary measure (Malton 
Air Quality Action Plan AP2a) to restrict HCV movements across the Norton 
level crossing will: 
 

1. increase the number of HCV movements in Yorkersgate +132%.  
 
2. increase HCV movements on Old Maltongate +89%.  
 
(Source: Malton Air Quality Action Plan 2012, Table 11 below - RDC).  

 

 
 
The increase in HCV movements will increase the amount of vehicle emissions.  
 
The RDC report by Paul Hunt of February 2016 (see below) prepared on behalf 
of NYCC, and using formulae provided by NYCC, predicts an overall 
INCREASE in traffic passing through Malton AQMA as a direct result of the 
HCV restriction over Norton level crossing.   
 
This predicted outcome will surprise many people because it has always been 
claimed that the Brambling Fields junction scheme would reduce the number of 
vehicle movements through the Malton AQMA by around a third (33%).  
 
Having closely studied all the available evidence, I believe the claim was, and 
is, wrong and was a major error by RDC officers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued on next page: 
 
 
 

	



Proposed Heavy Commercial Vehicle Restriction over Norton Level Crossing - 
Predicted Impacts on Pollutant Emissions 
 
Report by Paul Hunt, RDC, February 2016 
 
 

 
 
 
NB: traffic passing through the Malton AQMA will increase as a result of the 
HCV restriction over Norton level crossing. (Formula supplied by NYCC below). 
 
Proposed Heavy Commercial Vehicle Restriction over Norton Level Crossing - 
Predicted Impacts on Pollutant Emissions 
 
Report by Paul Hunt, RDC, February 2016 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Further reference to the predicted increase in vehicle movements in the Malton 
AQMA below:  
 
RDC LAQM Annual Status Report 2016 (Callum Brown) below: 
 
 

 
	
	
Key facts: 
 
Traffic numbers / movements in the Malton AQMA are predicted to increase 
with the implementation of the HCV restriction over Norton level crossing.  
 
The level of NO2 is expected to reduce at some locations in the AQMA, but 
HCV vehicle movements are predicted to increase on other roads (in particular 
Yorkersgate and Old Maltongate) which could lead to an increase in NO2 
concentration on Yorkersgate – which is already in breach of the law. 
 
Jacobs’ report, August 2016 
 
Whilst it does not address Malton’s air pollution problem directly, the Jacobs’ 
report of August 2016 states that all the development scenarios proposed in the 
future site allocation document, which forms part of the Ryedale Plan, will result 
in all junctions in Malton being over capacity: 
 

7.4.4 “Butcher Corner will be over capacity in each scenario as a result of 
the complementary measures to be implemented.”  
 

 
 


